
Hospitality, Home and Life in the 
Sharing Economy of Tourism: 
Airbnb in Sofia, Bulgaria.
This talk builds upon the premises that today’s socio-spatial rela-
tionships cannot be fully understood without acknowledging the 
role of the digital. It argues that the digital enables but also acti-
vely constitutes specific practices that take and make place. In 
dialogue with the work of scholars in urban- and tourism studies, 
I will discuss the impact of the digital platform Airbnb on diffe-
rent spatial scales in Sofia, Bulgaria. Through its networking 
technologies, Airbnb connects people who seek to rent or rent 
out residential housing for a particular period of time, usually for 
travel and tourism purposes. In the past years, various studies 
have elicited the role of Airbnb in disrupting the socio-spatial 
fabric of cities around the world. The platform has brought 
millions of tourists into direct competition with local renters, 
exacerbating affordable housing crises. Drawing on a three-year 
long auto-ethnographic study and an analysis of data on the 
platform, I will discuss the impact of Airbnb on the geographies 
of the body, the home, and the city, and how these three diffe-
rent spatial scales interrelate and overlap in the Airbnb economy. 

Biography: 
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